12.2                                      Retail Shops
housing estates. Some factors which may alleviate the situation may,
however, be mentioned here. Two of the most essential foodstuffs,
milk and bread, are delivered daily in urban areas; the distance from
the shop patronized is, therefore, immaterial to the customer. For
the less perishable victuals many housewives make a weekly expedi-
tion to the market and lay in a week's supply, at the same time making
purchases from the shops in the centre of the town. The buying of
clothes and durable household goods is necessarily infrequent, and
the lack of a shop near at hand where these things can be bought is
probably not felt. Also, special bargains in the sales can be offered
by the big drapers and furnishing shops which a small establishment
in the suburbs cannot afford.1 It may be surmised that the goods
which people like to be able to buy more or less on their doorsteps
are tobacco, confectionery, small articles of haberdashery, and gro-
ceries such as sugar, tea, and butter. Shops selling these commodities
are spread fairly evenly over the different wards of the city. As
regards the villages, the 'shopkeeper' can usually provide these
goods, although he is often only used in an emergency since his
prices are frequently higher than those charged in a town. Delivery
services in the villages seem to be quite good on the whole and the
ubiquity of the Co-operative Society's vans must,be appreciated by
many rural householders.
1 The custom of offering bargains in some goods, e.g. Witney blankets, at the time
of St. Giles' Fair may be mentioned here.